
The Place Standard tool
A Version for Children

How good is my place?
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What is the Place Standard tool?

The Place Standard tool is a fun and interesting way to help you answer the question, 
Ẍțɐʭ ȓɐɐǱ ȡɾ Ƀʳ ɳȺǍǪǸṤẍ

How good is 
my place?

The Place Standard tool can be used by anyone but this version has been made 
especially for children. 

This tool helps children to talk about the things that matter to them in a way that can 
allow their views to make a difference.  It asks questions about what children need to 
live well in a place and what changes might make things better.

Where do we 
go and what 
do we do ?

How do we 
get around?

What makes 
us feel safe or 
unsafe? 

What do I need 
to live well?
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Why is the p lace around me important?

The places where we live and play are important because they help us live healthy, 
happy lives and help us take care of the environment.  

When we walk, wheel or cycle around, we are taking exercise which is good for our 
health.  It also means that we are not using cars, which helps to keep the air clean and 
the streets safe.   When we have good outdoor spaces and places to play, it makes us 
happy and healthy and helps us to spend time with friends and family.

When there are places like shops, libraries, cafes, schools and nurseries close by, we 
are able to walk to these places and use them easily.

The places where we live and spend our time can also make us feel close to our friends 
and neighbours and help us to feel proud of a place and take care of it.

The places where we spend our time are important in lots of ways.  Using this tool will 
help you to think about what is important to you in the place where you live and play.
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Using the Place Standard tool is easy!

The Place Standard tool ask 14 questions about the place where you live and spend 
your time.  All you need to do is think about what your place is like now and decide 
what score you want to give for each one of the questions Ṿ1, 2 or 3. 

A score of 1is not good
lots of improvement needed !

A score of 2 is okay
some improvement needed !

A score of 3 is great
ȡʌẏɾ ȓɐɐǱ ɐɶ Ǎɾ ȓɐɐǱ Ǎɾ ȡʌ ǪǍɅ ǩǸ!

uȒ ʳɐʔẏɶǸ ʭɐɶȶȡɅȓ Ǎɾ Ǎ ʌǸǍɃ ǍɅǱ ǍɶǸ țǍʬȡɅȓ ʌɶɐʔǩȺǸ ǱǸǪȡǱȡɅȓ ɐɅ Ǎ ɾǪɐɶǸ ʌțǸɅ see if you 
ǪǍɅ ǍȓɶǸǸ ɐɅ ǍɅ ẎȡɅ-ǩǸʌʭǸǸɅẏ score. There are some extra questions that might help 
you to make up your mind about the score. Your group can also agree to change a 
score as you chat more.

You can write the answers yourself, or ask an adult to help you if you need.  You can 
ǸʬǸɅ Ǳɐ Ǎ ǱɶǍʭȡɅȓ ɐȒ ʌțȡɅȓɾ ʳɐʔ ȺȡȶǸ ɐɶ ǱɐɅẏʌ ȺȡȶǸṣ

You can also think about what you would change about 
your place if you had a magic wand?
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How to draw your Place Standard shape 

When you decide on a score for a question you can mark it on the Place Standard 
wheel.  Once you have marked all of your scores then you can join the dots to draw 
your Place Standard shape.  You can then compare shapes with anyone else who has 
also completed the wheel. You can see an example of how the scores make a shape 
on the wheel below.

Thatôs all you need to do.  
Lets get started!

Walking ,, 
wheeling 
and cycling Buses, trains, 

trams, boats

Traffic & 
parking

Streets, 
squares and 
buildings

Nature - parks , 
trees, animals 
plants 

Places to 
Play

Schools, 
libraries, shops 
and other 
services   

Jobs and 
places to 
work

Homes, 
friends and 
neighbours

Meeting and 
talking with 
people

Feeling proud 
& part of a 
place

Feeling safe 

Fixed, clean 
and  looking 
nice

Having 
our say 
and being 
listened to
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Lets ask some questions about:

Where I go and what I do 

Streets, 
squares and 
buildings

Nature - parks , 
trees, animals 
plants 

Places 
to Play



Streets, squares and buildings

What is good now?

What would you use your magic wand on?

Å Do the streets, squares and buildings look and feel nice?

Å Does my place have landmarks? If so, what are they like?

Å Is it easy to know where I am in my place?

ÅWhat things could we change to make the streets, squares and buildings

better?

ÅWhat else is important about streets, squares and buildings in my place?
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What are the streets, squares and buildings like in my 
place?

What score would you give to this question?

1 -not good
lots of improvement 
needed !

2 - okay
some improvement 
needed !

3 - great
ȡʌẏɾ ȓɐɐǱ ɐɶ Ǎɾ ȓɐɐǱ Ǎɾ 
it can be !

You might want to think about things like:

public gardens

old
new

colourful
statuesdull

special buildings

square
good surfaces

signposts


