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The examples presented 
here should be viewed 
alongside the local 
development planning 
guidance published in May 
2023. They are intended to 
support planning 
authorities in preparing 
place-based plans.

The examples have not 
been chosen to highlight 
their policy relevance, but 
as examples of graphic and 
visual communication in 
different contexts and for 
different purposes. 

The examples are 
organised by theme. Click 
for illustrations of how to 
communicate:

• sense of place
• place-based data
• illustrating change and 

masterplanning at 
different scales 

• visualisations
• place-based policies

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2023/05/local-development-planning-guidance/documents/local-development-planning-guidance/local-development-planning-guidance/govscot%3Adocument/local-development-planning-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2023/05/local-development-planning-guidance/documents/local-development-planning-guidance/local-development-planning-guidance/govscot%3Adocument/local-development-planning-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2023/05/local-development-planning-guidance/documents/local-development-planning-guidance/local-development-planning-guidance/govscot%3Adocument/local-development-planning-guidance.pdf


Place-based People-centred Delivery-focused

Using the ‘place principle’.

Presented as a collation of site 
briefs and masterplans.

Minimal policy wording.

Addressing the global climate 
emergency and nature crisis 
at a local level.

Infrastructure first approach.

Facilitating delivery of 
sustainable development. 

Achieving outcomes.

Putting people and communities 
at the heart.

Meeting people’s needs and 
aspirations.

Tackling inequalities.

Prepared collaboratively.

Key expectations of local development plans

LDP Guidance, Figure 3



Place-based plans focused on outcomes

LDPs National 
outcomes

Global 
outcomes



Presentation Status Relevant and 
accessible

“The emphasis of the 
presentation of LDPs should 
be on spatial information and 
graphics - maps, allocations, 
masterplans and 
development briefs. 

Plans should contain           
diagrams, illustrations and 
descriptive matter                      
as the planning authority 
thinks appropriate for 
explaining or illustrating the 
proposals in the plan.” 

“The reader or user of the 
plan should be able to 
easily find what is relevant 
to a particular place in one 
part of the plan. 

Plans should be relevant 
and accessible to the 
people with an interest in 
that place, including 
children and young 
people.” 

“Place-based briefs 
should guide 
development and 
identify what is needed 
to deliver high quality 
development outcomes.

Masterplans and 
development briefs that 
are part of the LDP will 
have the status of the 
development plan in 
decision making.” 

LDP Guidance paragraph 163



communicating 
sense of place



“LDPs should tell a clear and compelling 
story about the future of places.” 

LDP Guidance, paragraph 21



“There isn’t just one way to 
tell the story of a place, and 
different tools – including 
graphic & digital 
approaches – will work 
better in different places. 

There should however be 
universal focus on clarity, 
succinctness and 
accessibility for everyone 
who will use the plan.”

LDP guidance paragraph 25 



North Ayrshire 
Council

Use of well 
chosen photos to 

illustrate 
descriptive text.

https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/Documents/CorporateServices/LegalProtective/LocalDevelopmentPlan/ldp2.pdf
https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/Documents/CorporateServices/LegalProtective/LocalDevelopmentPlan/ldp2.pdf


Use of text over 
photos or images 
to give a distinct 
sense of place.



Dundee City 
Council

Use of sketches, 
photos and 
simple stylising 
of photos to give 
visual interest 
and sense of 
place.

https://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/local_development_plan_2019_for_web.pdf
https://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/local_development_plan_2019_for_web.pdf


Applecross 
Community 

Land Use 
Plan 

Use of art helps 
to convey a 

distinct sense of 
identity and 

place.

https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf


Moray Council

Sketches help to 
illustrate policy 
intentions, and 
the desired 
sense of place.

http://www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file134782.pdf


East Ayrshire 
Council

Street level 
photos help to 

convey sense of 
place and give 

context for local 
implementation 

of policy.

https://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/Resources/PDF/E/EALDP-Adopted-2017-Vol-1.pdf
https://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/Resources/PDF/E/EALDP-Adopted-2017-Vol-1.pdf


East 
Renfrewshire 
Council

Street level 
photos help to 
convey sense of 
place and give 
context for local 
implementation 
of policy.

https://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/media/7540/Adopted-LPD2-March-2022/pdf/Adopted_LDP2_March_2022.pdf?m=637842327682800000
https://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/media/7540/Adopted-LPD2-March-2022/pdf/Adopted_LDP2_March_2022.pdf?m=637842327682800000
https://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/media/7540/Adopted-LPD2-March-2022/pdf/Adopted_LDP2_March_2022.pdf?m=637842327682800000


Loch Lomond 
and the 

Trossachs 
National Park

Sketching and 
brief captions 

help to 
communicate 

policy intentions, 
alongside photos 

which convey 
existing sense of 

place.

https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/LIVE-Park-Adopted-Plan-5-1-17web_Part1-1.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/LIVE-Park-Adopted-Plan-5-1-17web_Part1-1.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/LIVE-Park-Adopted-Plan-5-1-17web_Part1-1.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/LIVE-Park-Adopted-Plan-5-1-17web_Part1-1.pdf


Falkirk 
Council

Aerial 
photography of 
landmarks in 
context may help 
to orientate 
readers who are 
less used to 
reading maps.

https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/planning-building/planning-policy/local-development-plan/docs/ldp2/LDP2.pdf?v=202101191030
https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/planning-building/planning-policy/local-development-plan/docs/ldp2/LDP2.pdf?v=202101191030


place-based data

“Data is vital for understanding the context of our places, to inform 
evidence-led plan making and the shaping of places.” paragraph 88, LDP 
guidance



North Ayrshire 
Council

Combination of  
photography and 

infographics, 
locating key 

information in 
place.

https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/Documents/CorporateServices/LegalProtective/LocalDevelopmentPlan/ldp2.pdf
https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/Documents/CorporateServices/LegalProtective/LocalDevelopmentPlan/ldp2.pdf


Glasgow City 
Council

Presentation of 
data points in 
easily digestible 
snapshots.

https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=35882&p=0
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=35882&p=0


Clear visual 
identification of 
particular  
locations.

“All historic 
environment 
designations and 
non-designated 
assets in the plan 
area will be 
expected to be 
identified at the 
appropriate 
scale” page 113, 
LDP guidance



Clear visual 
identification of 
baseline 
information.

“The Evidence 
Report is 
expected to be 
informed by 
baseline 
information and 
data about the 
transport 
infrastructure and 
capacity of an 
area.” page 54, 
LDP guidance



Orkney 
Islands 
Council

Colour overlay of 
grayscale map to 

illustrate spatial 
implications of 

policy.

https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Files/Planning/Development-and-Marine-Planning/Local-Plan/OLDP_2017/Orkney_Local_Development_Plan_2017_2022.pdf
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Files/Planning/Development-and-Marine-Planning/Local-Plan/OLDP_2017/Orkney_Local_Development_Plan_2017_2022.pdf
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Files/Planning/Development-and-Marine-Planning/Local-Plan/OLDP_2017/Orkney_Local_Development_Plan_2017_2022.pdf


Dundee City 
Council

Use of maps to 
highlight areas 
where certain 
policies apply.

“Local Development Plans should identify a network of 
centres that reflect the principles of local living and 20 
minute neighbourhoods and the town centre vision.” 
NPF4, City, town, local and commercial centres, page 81

https://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/local_development_plan_2019_for_web.pdf
https://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/local_development_plan_2019_for_web.pdf


Tower 
Hamlets

Street map with 
simple colour 

overlay to give 
spatial meaning 

to baseline 
information.

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/TH_Local_Plan_2031_accessibility_checked.pdf
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/TH_Local_Plan_2031_accessibility_checked.pdf


illustrating 
change and 
masterplanning 
at different 
scales



“LDPs may include design frameworks, 
development briefs, masterplans, 
masterplan consent area schemes, and 
design guides and codes.”

LDP Guidance, page 124



North Ayrshire 
Council

Colour and symbol 
overlay of OS map, 

illustrating town 
scale spatial 

strategy.                     
This provides 

context for the 
strategic 

development areas 
which follow.

https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/Documents/CorporateServices/LegalProtective/LocalDevelopmentPlan/ldp2.pdf
https://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/Documents/CorporateServices/LegalProtective/LocalDevelopmentPlan/ldp2.pdf


Simple colour 
overlay of aerial 

photos can be 
effective for 

helping people to 
locate their area 

of interest and 
placing 

proposals in 
context. 

© Get Mapping plc



The Highland Council

The Highland Place Principles were 
established collectively, and local area 
plans have then been written flexibly 
around them. For example, Inverness, 
Fort William and Applecross. Different 
approaches are used to illustrate analyses 
and future plans at different scales.

The Indicative Regional Spatial Strategy 
uses Storymap to communicate 
information at a regional scale. 

https://highland.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=3028e38a2bc848cfba0db39d7fbda29b


A town scale 
spatial strategy 
uses a 
combination of 
colour and 
symbol overlay to 
illustrate key 
information.  

https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/25896/fort_william_2040_map_july_2022
https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/25896/fort_william_2040_map_july_2022


Applecross 
Community 
Land Use 
Plan

A community 
scale spatial 
strategy uses 
similar 
techniques but at 
a much smaller 
scale. 

https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf


City of Edinburgh 
Council

Sketches, graphics and 
mapping at a range of 

scales.

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/25264/edinburgh-local-development-plan
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/25264/edinburgh-local-development-plan


Summary map 
with click through 

functionality* to 
larger smaller 

scale area maps. 

*See LDP for full 
functionality



Aerial 
photography 

used as base 
with proposal 

areas outlined.



Development 
principles for 

these proposal 
areas follow, 

outlined using a 
combination of 

colour block 
contrast maps 

and text. 



Street level 
photos are also 

used in some 
examples, which 

helps to 
communicate the 

place context. 



For larger 
proposal areas, 

site briefs use 
colour overlaid 

on greyscale 
aerial 

photography to 
illustrate 

development 
principles.



Text follows 
mapped 

information, 
providing further 

detailed local 
policies.



Moray Council

Settlement 
statements and site 
briefs for priority 
sites - easy for 
those just interested 
in particular
places to find what 
they’re looking for. 

Simple infographics 
convey contextual 
information about 
proposal areas.

MLDP 2020 Vol 2: Settlement Statements - Moray Council

http://www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file133240.pdf
http://www.moray.gov.uk/moray_standard/page_133541.html


Very small-scale 
maps show site 
location and 
context, sketches 
illustrate 
proposal layout,
And photos 
illustrate current 
site vernacular 
and sense of 
place. 



Loch Lomond 
and the 

Trossachs 
National Park

Simple but 
effective graphic 
representation of 

area types. 

https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf


Spatial 
illustration of 

strategic 
principles at an 

area scale. 



Falkirk 
Council

Spatial strategy 
marked up with 
key locations 
helps to orientate 
the reader and 
provides a 
snapshot of the 
plan area.

https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/planning-building/planning-policy/local-development-plan/docs/ldp2/LDP2.pdf?v=202101191030
https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/services/planning-building/planning-policy/local-development-plan/docs/ldp2/LDP2.pdf?v=202101191030


Spatial strategy 
uses colour 
overlay to areas 
to which locate 
different topic 
areas - in this 
example 
infrastructure.



Development 
guidance for 
Major Areas of 
Change using B-
plan style of 
three colours: 
red (buildings),   
green (spaces) 
and yellow 
(movement).
(PAN 83)    

The inset map 
clearly locates 
the site.

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2008/09/pan-83-planning-advice-note-master-planning/documents/0068213-pdf/0068213-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/0068213.pdf


Accompanying 
text provides 
detailed policy 
expectations, 
with clear 
reference made 
to the graphic 
content.



Comhairle 
nan Eilean 

Siar

Proposal site 
shown clearly 

located in 
context, with key 

information 
summarised in 
text alongside.

https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/media/12600/ohldp-proposal-site-maps-booklet.pdf
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/media/12600/ohldp-proposal-site-maps-booklet.pdf


Accompanying 
aerial 

photography 
enhances the 

understanding of 
place and spatial 

context.



Tower Hamlets

Colour and symbols  
overlaid on street 
mapping used to 
illustrate strategy at 
progressively 
decreasing scales.

Whole place spatial 
strategy.

 

https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/TH_Local_Plan_2031_accessibility_checked.pdf


The same 
approach is used 
in a smaller scale 
sub-area vision.



Site scale, simple 
illustration of 
design principles.



visualisations



“LDPs are expected to be place-based, visual plans with the inclusion of a clear spatial strategy reflected 
more in a collection of maps, development briefs and masterplans than in lengthy written text and policy.”

LDP guidance, paragraph 25



Loch Lomond 
and the 
Trossachs 
National Park 
Authority

Sketches and 
photos help to 
illustrate design 
expectations.

https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/SG-Buchanan-South-RDF-2017-adopted.pdf


Moray Council

Sketches and 
photography help 
to illustrate policy 

intentions and 
the existing place 

characteristics.

http://www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file134782.pdf


Applecross 
Community 
Land Use 
Plan 

Sketch showing 
proposed 
development in 
context.

https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf
https://www.applecrosscommunitycompany.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Applecross-CLUP-Final-July-2019-High-Res.pdf


place-based policies



“LDPs are to include the planning authority’s policies and proposals but are not 
required to duplicate NPF policies. Any local policy wording included in the 
Proposed Plan should focus on adding value by providing any further detail 
building on NPF policies, or place-based policies…” 

LDP guidance, paragraph 165



“The spatial elements of town centre strategies 
can be included in the Proposed Plan.”

LDP guidance, page 141



West 
Dunbartonshire 

Council

Colour overlay of 
proposal areas on 

grayscale aerial 
photography 

clearly illustrates 
where different 
policies apply.

https://wdcweb.blob.core.windows.net/wdc-public-live-media/4319308/wdc_ldp2_2020_web-26.pdf
https://wdcweb.blob.core.windows.net/wdc-public-live-media/4319308/wdc_ldp2_2020_web-26.pdf
https://wdcweb.blob.core.windows.net/wdc-public-live-media/4319308/wdc_ldp2_2020_web-26.pdf


Place specific 
policies follow, 

relating to 
proposal areas 

as illustrated.



Moray Council

Photos used to 
illustrate 
preferred design 
approaches.

http://www.moray.gov.uk/downloads/file134782.pdf


Sketched site 
plan, with photos 
to illustrate 
examples of 
applicable good 
design.



Sketches and 
photos to 
illustrate place-
specific policy 
intentions.



Glasgow City 
Council

Colour overlay to 
locate policy 

proposals – in 
this case 

Resource 
management.

https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=35882&p=0
https://www.glasgow.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=35882&p=0
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